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exaggerated, of either local mishap or success
reached him, he could calm any tendency to ex-
citement among those around him with the even
words, " Don't fuss ; nothing is either so good or
so bad as it is first reported to be."

Only an occasional extra vicious tug at his
moustache or a slight deepening in the Doric of
his speech betrayed to those who knew him best
that even he was not entirely unaffected by the
strain.

No one can now analyse whence he derived the
strength that sustained him. The General Order
to his Army in the hour of direst need indicates
the motives that he believed would inspire others
to further effort - the spirit of self-sacrifice, the
belief in the justice of their common cause, the
virtue of endurance. But for himself there was
a deeper source of strength - the confident con-
viction that both he and " All Ranks " were the
chosen instruments of Providence for a divine
purpose. Many might fall by the wayside, but the
purpose would be accomplished and the appointed
end reached.